Ra‘re Klee Kai bree

“They're just about the right
size to hold five of them on yourlap
time," saysPeyton dog breeder
een Gregory of the objects of

r affection.

FIVE!? DOGS!?

Yes, five. Ifthey happen to be
Klee Kai dogs, they fit just fine.
Klee Kai, meaning “Little Dog” in
Eskimo dialect, is a new breed of
dog developed in Alaska just
twenty years ago. The dogs look
like Huskies, only smaller. Much
smaller.

The Toy Klee Kai doesnot weigh
more than ten pounds; the Minia-
ture weighs in at 10-15 pounds,
and the Standard tips the scales at
15-20 pounds.

Eileen and Greg Gregory own
25 Klee Kai dogainall sizes, chapes
and colors. In faet, the Gregorys
are the keepers of more than ten
percent of all Klee Kai in exist-
ence.

“There are 304 Klee Kai on the
registration,”explains Eileen Gre-
gory, “and there are 214 in exist-
ence in the world.” Which means
90 of the miniature dogs are no
longer living.

“Klee Kai carry most of the
traits of a Husky,” explains Gre-
earv. “but thev are fust pint sized
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eyes. And they have that beauti.
ful mask of the Husky ”

Greg and Eileen became in-
volved in the breeding of this very
special dog when they lived in
Alaska.

Eileen explains, “1 hived in
Alaska for a long time, my kids
were all born there. n Greg
and | got married and moved down
here, we went back up to see the
kids. [ used to raise regular Hus-
kies upthere. It wasin 1987 that
we went up for a visit, and my kids
said, Mom, you've got to see this
little dog,’ and took me over to
show me. Of course I fell in love.
The woman who developed the
breed — LindaSpurlin—wouldn't
sell them then, she just didnt think
they were ready yet. She gave me
a picture of three of them that 1
carried in my billfold.”

Gregory says that about a year
later her kids begged and bartered
for a Klee Kai and gent it to her for
Christmas. The first Klee Kai
arrived in the Continental United
States in January of 1988.

“When we got that one down
here, everybody just went crazy
wanting one,” said Gregory. “I
kept bugging Linda until she fi-
nally aid okay to breeding them.
We went public in November of
‘88, ‘with the Klee Kai of Alaska

d of dog developed in U.S.

Club (AKC)

Gregory explains, “The reason
we've decided to retain our own
registration is because if you go
AKC, you have to turn over all
your records, and AKC does not
control breeding, they just regis-
ter the dogs AKC doesn't have
anything todowith quality of pup-
pies and production, and we want
to control quality.”

Klee Kai dogs sell for $300-500,
less than might be expected of
such a rare breed. Gregory says
the price is held down 1o prevent
puppy mills, which breed valuable
dogs for hugh profit.

“I'll =zell a Klee Kai puppy for
$500, and if the owner voluntarily
has the dog spayed or neutered
within the first six months, Tl
refund $100. Ifthe puppy doesnot
qualify for the breeding program,
I'll refund another $100.7

Eileen says most people want-
ing to buy a Klee Kaj are people
who want something that looks
like a big dog but comes in a small
package. “Most of the buyers are
families, and they may live in an
apartment. These hittle dogs can
get enough exercise running
around the house with the kids.
And they cantolerate extreme tem-
peratures like the Husky "

Though the Kles Kat has obvi-

Her kennels are immaculate,
and her house does not smell of
dog. She obviously takes a great
deal of pride in her work and is
rewarded by well-behaved, affec-
tionate animals.

Askedifthe daily workload ever
gets to be overwhelming, Eileen
says simply, “No. Greg and T are
retired. There’s nothing morethat
we can do; nobody else needs us.
Our kids are in Alaska, our
grandkids are in Alaska, my fam-
ilyisin Washington State, hisisin
New York State. We're here by
ourselves. Nobody else could do
with this breed what Fm doing
with thisbreed, just like you know
nobody else could raise your own
children. And so I'm important
again. Thisis my life.”

prcto Ut 0
These black and white pup-
pies are a good example of
what to look for in the facial
mask of a Klee Kal.
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The Klee Kal are not currently
included in the American Kennel

black and white, have short hair
or long hair, Brown eyes or blue
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We went public in November of  the K

developer — Linda Spurlin
won't give away any details pes
garding the exact breeding for
mula.

“She kept the program under
very close wraps for 15 years”
said Gregory. “These dogs are not
a case of downbreeding. Linda
introduced other breeds, soit’s not
dwarfism. The recipe’is on file in
Alaska, but she won't give it out
Thebreedisso new, if she gave out
how she did this, anybody else
could do the same thing.”

The Klee Kai is so popular these
days that Eileen has a waiting Nst
for puppies. “There’s no way we
can produce for the demand. So
people pay $100 down and then
sign a contract telling me what
they wantinthisdog. Then Thave
a year to fill their need.”

If Klee Kai owners want to
breed their dog, the animal must
first pass o strict examination be-
tore being declared breeding qual-
ity. Should the dog fail the exam,
it must be spayed or neutered and
will be classified as pet quality. To
name a few standards, all mark-
ingsmust be symmetrical in shape
and color, height and weight muost
be within certain guidelines, the
tail must curve correctly, and the
teeth and jaw must be properly
develaped.

Eileen is on the KKA board in
addition to serving as the
urganusllon "«rouwy bhehalps
and then sends all wn!ten mate-
nal to Linda Spurlinin Alaska for
a final dotermination, Bileen reg-
isters all puppies and keeps closo
track of breeding results. She
keeps a duplicate set of complete
records as a back-up to the origi-
nals in Alaska and updates those
files daily

Andin her “spure” time, Eileen
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